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A Monthly Pensacola Park Neighborhood Association Distribution 

Find us also on the web @ www.PensacolaPark.org  
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 

 
 

Happy New Year to the neighborhood! We hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday season, and we wish everyone a happy 
New Year!  

 

Thank you also to all those who donated to the neighborhood in December!! If you haven’t already donated, please consider 
making a contribution to the PPNA organization. You can deposit your donation in the green box at 107 Lackawanna. Thank 
you for your support!  
 

 

KEEP AN EYE OUT  

 
 

In late December a neighbor’s house camera caught a man trespassing and 
stealing items out of their garage at the intersection of Nicholasville Road 
and Rosemont. The incident has been reported to the authorities, and law 
enforcement informed the neighbor that this was a person of interest in the 
neighborhood for other theft and currently has a felony warrant out on them. 
Please see attached photo that the camera took of him; on the PPNA 
Facebook page, you can see a video of him trespassing. Please keep an eye 
out on your property and your neighbors’ property, and if you happen to see 
this individual, please inform law enforcement.   

PLANT ADVICE  

 
 

After the extremely cold weather we recently experienced, you are likely concerned about your outdoor shrubs and 

other plants. East River Nursery (eastrivernursery.com) offers the following advise. Wait until the cold weather is 

over, then: 

- Carefully prune off damaged leaves, shoots, and branches. To avoid pruning living branches, scratch the 

stem to look for green tissue beneath the outer layer. 

- Gently water, but avoid overwatering in winter’s cold weather.  

- Avoid fertilizing until the plant has recovered.  
 

FAYETTE COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD by Jesse Voigt 
 
 

I wanted to write and extend a thank you to all the people who voted for me to be in this elected position. Thank 
you for your votes. I ended up showing a real strong turnout, which was humbling, but I would be lying if I didn’t 
also brush my shoulders off, as conservation has always been a passion project of mine, and I am glad others felt so 
too. There are many things I have planned for this conservation board position, but I also know two things 
intimately from my experience running construction projects, and helping with this neighborhood association. 
Change can take time and it takes a team (or a village). So if there are people in the neighborhood who have 
conservation ideas and would like to bring them to my attention, please feel free to write me at 
voigt.fccd@gmail.com. My first goal is to implement a No Mow May campaign to help the pollinators. Wish me luck!  

SUMP PUMP OH NO!  

 

Sump pump scares are no fun! With the reallocated plumbing lines in our 

neighborhood that now daylight into yard pop-ups, some of you may have 

experienced a frozen pop-up that led to a back up of water or a busted pipe. 

If you managed to avoid it this round, this advice will come in handy in the 

future. Since the pop-ups daylight, they will always have a reserve of water in 

them, which unfortunately will freeze in extreme weather conditions. One 

thing you can do is to put a bucket over your pop-up during this time. 

Another is to pour hot water on top of the pop-up periodically throughout 

the day. While a third option may be to turn off your sump during the 

extreme cold, unless you are diligent about remembering to turn it back on, 

you run the risk of forgetting and getting an uh-oh moment during a heavy 

rain. We also recommend that all homeowners invest in a backup for their 

sump pump. Some of these run on electricity, some on a water loop. Call your 

local plumber for more details! Sumps can and will fail, so be prepared!  
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             In April of 1970, UK biologist Dr. Wayne Davis (1930-2017) told several hundred students that he doubted the earth could survive “more than a decade” without a massive attack on the forces destroying the environment. And U.S. Senator (Kentucky) Marlow Cook (1926-2016) urged about 1200 UK students to take a leading role in fighting environmental pollution, telling them to be militant but patient. And what had spawned this rhetoric? The poor duck coated in crude oil played a key role.
          In January of 1969, an oil well blowout occurred off the coast of Santa Barbara. At the time, it was the largest oil spill in U.S. waters (today, it ranks as the 13th largest). Soon an oil slick, about the size of Chicago, was coating the beaches of wealthy Santa Barbara. Thousands of birds were killed as were an unknown number of sea mammals. Restrictions on offshore drilling were soon imposed.
          The public was horrified by the pictures of the dead and dying birds. Public awareness of environmental problems was already on the rise. Concerns about nuclear testing and the potential for accidents were high. The problems of leaded gasoline were becoming all too apparent. And books about the environment, most particularly Aldo Leopold’s 1949 A Sand County Almanac and Rachel Carson’s 1962 Silent Spring, served as watershed moments in environmental awareness.
          The stage was set. U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin witnessed the Santa Barbara tragedy. His initial vision was to organize campus teach-ins to raise awareness of the environment. A date for the teach-ins was set – April 22, 1970 – and Denis Hayes was hired to organize the teach-ins. Beyond their wildest dreams, on April 22nd, 10% of the U.S. population (about 20 million) turned out to raise their voices against 150 years of industrial development that had left a legacy of serious harm to human health and the environment. 
          President Nixon and the country’s political leaders could hardly ignore the call for change. The 1970s became the decade of the environment, with the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency and laws such as OSHA, the Clean Air Act, RCRA, and the Clean Water Act being signed into law. DDT was banned as was lead in gasoline. 
          Meanwhile, Earth Day 1970 became and continues to be the largest secular day of protest in the world. By 1990, about 200 million in 141 countries participated in Earth Day. This celebration paved the way for the 1992 United Nations Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro. In 2000, hundreds of millions in 184 countries participated and in 2020, over one billion people from around the world celebrated this beautiful planet and pled for additional protections.
          Throughout the years, Lexingtonians have participated in various Earth Day events. For example, in 1980, Woodland Park was the site of the Earth Day celebration. In 1990, an Earth Day Festival at Shillito Park drew thousands. In April of 1994, an Earth Capsule made of recyclable materials was buried at McDonnell Springs. An Earth Day event that resonated with me was held in the late 1990s. UK’s Greenthumb and other environmental organizations hosted an event near the current location of the baseball field. The best bumpersticker I’ve ever seen was distributed. It read: Nuanaarpoq (Inuit): to take inordinate pleasure in the extravagant joy of being alive!
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History Corner: Earth Day's Birth by Rebecca C. Glasscock
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WHATS COMING UP, BUTTERCUPS!
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- END OF APRIL: Planting of our Neighborhood Tree Initiative. Let's keep increasing our canopy!
- MAY 18th: PPNA Annual Plant Sale and Craft Fair. Please start getting your plant starts ready, and if you would like to display your crafts, it's a $20 dollar fee for all crafts people to take part in the event. 9 A.M. - 2 P.M.-ish
- JUNE 22: Summer Solstice Picnic on Saturday. 
- AUGUST 9-11: Annual Neighborhood Yardsale (Please note, per neighborhood request, Sunday is now added to the slate. You don't have to participate in all three days, but this gives everyone an opportunity to do different days if they would like.)
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APRIL 2024
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Photo: Duck with thick coat of crude oil, Carbinteria State Beach
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WE ENCOURAGE THE NEIGHBORHOOD TO SIGN UP FOR THE EARTH MONTH ECOCHALLENGE AT ECOCHALLENGE.ORG
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PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING TO PENSACOLA PARK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

ABOUT PENSACOLA PARK PRESERVATION SOCIETY AND PENSACOLA PARK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

As an organization we do not  currently collect  any neighborhood association dues,  instead we function off  of  grants,  fundraisers,  
and donations from the neighborhood.  Donations allow us to  go after  matching grants,  buy trees  to  increase our canopy,  improve 
street  conditions,  throw community events,  and be able  to  print  this  newsletter .  If  you would l ike  to  donate,  you can either:   
(1)  Drop off  Cash or  Check to  our GREEN PPNA mailbox at  107 Lackawanna Rd /  (2)  Use Paypal  @ pensacolapark@gmail .com  

Pensacola Park Preservation Society is a non-profit 501(c)3 formed by Pensacola Park Neighborhood Association in order to bring together residents and businesses located in 
the Pensacola Park Nationally Registered Historic Boundary, for the common good of (1) preserving the historic integrity and resources of the area; (2) creating an environment 
that promotes sustainable and appropriate growth for the neighborhood; (3) providing historic education and assistance to those in the Pensacola Park Neighborhood for the 
preservation and rehabilitation of historic homes, structures, and landscapes; and (4)Unifying and being representative of all the original streets in the Pensacola Park Historic 
boundary. Also check us out online at www.pensacolapark.org, and follow us on Facebook @ Pensacola Park Neighborhood Association.    

If you have any questions or would like to submit topics or op-eds to Pensacola Park Post, please feel free to write us at pensacolapark@gmail.com. If you would like to stop 
receiving the free monthly post, please write us and put “stop post” in the heading, along with your physical address. Thank you.  

HOW TO ORDER A PENSACOLA PARK EMBLEM 
Please visit our website www.pensacolapark.org to order any emblems, 
or write us at pensacolapark@gmail.com. Payment is via paypal, check, 
or cash. There are three types of emblems you can order: 
 

- Flag. Comes in three colors: 2’x3’ Black, Green, Red ($85) 
- Metal Plaque. Comes in two sizes: 8x8 ($165) and 5x5 ($80) 
- Stickers. Comes in eight different colors ($2 each) 

Pensacola Park Neighborhood Association (PPNA) and Pensacola Park Preservation Society (PPPS), our nonprofit. 
PPNA/PPPS represent ALL streets in Pensacola Park Historic District, including: Goodrich, Lackwanna, Nicholasville, 
Norfolk, Penmoken, Pensacola, Rosemont, Suburban, and Wabash.  
 
 
 
 
 

HISTORY CORNER: The development of Pensacola Park adapted from Janie-Rice 
Brother’s research on our neighborhood 
 

After the Civil War, redevelopment in Lexington was stagnant. The city limits extended only a mile in every 
direction from the courthouse at Main and Upper, and Lexington’s earlier distinction as the “Athens of the West” 
had faded as the cities of Louisville, Covington, and Newport exploited their proximity to water. As a landlocked 
city, Lexington’s population and municipal growth ebbed in comparison. During the 1880s, however, Lexington 
enjoyed numerous improvements: an expanding railroad, telephone service, a municipal waterworks, and a streetcar 
system. 

The Kentucky Agricultural and Mechanical Arts College moved to the south side of Lexington in 1882, after 
being founded in 1866 on Henry Clay’s former farm, Ashland. This relocation signaled the beginning of a change in 
the development of the south side of town as well. 

Pensacola Park would not have developed when it did, without the arrival of the Interurban Railway. The 
first generation of streetcar in Lexington came in 1882, with the Kentucky Legislature’s incorporation of the 
Lexington Street Railway. Previously, mule or horse-drawn streetcars had been operating since the 1850s and 
Lexington’s mule-car system covered nine miles around town. This first streetcar system ended at the gates of the 
Kentucky Agricultural and Mechanical Arts College, at Colfax Street on South Limestone. The electric streetcar 
debuted in Lexington in 1890, and 12 years later, interurban lines were introduced.  

A year after the electric streetcar was introduced, the area that would become Pensacola Park belonged to 
George W. Bain. The Bain name was well known in Lexington at the time. Colonel Bain, although cited by one source 
as a “developer,” spent most of his time traveling the country as a lecturer on the Temperance circuit, having “given 
the abstinence pledge to thousands of men all over the country.” 

In August 1891, Bain sold approximately 58 acres two miles from downtown Lexington on the west side of 
Nicholasville Pike to Ed S. Riggs. The farm changed hands again the next year when Riggs sold the property to L. B. 
Fields, who in turn sold the parcel in 1894 to the Louisville Savings and Loan Building Corporation. In 1898, the 
parcel would be purchased by L. C. Price, as he accumulated acreage in order to form his Penmoken Farm.  

Price, a retired businessman with the dry goods firm of Price & Cassell, entered the horse farm industry in 
the last decade of the 19th century. Penmoken Farm was featured, along with other Bluegrass farms, in the 1904 
publication Country Estates of the Blue Grass. Price’s farm of about 200 acres concentrated on Shetland ponies 
and the farm was described as “a delightfully interesting place…the boys and girls of the Bluegrass love to linger, 
for there are a half dozen or more herds of the finest ponies in the land.” In addition to his “welcome and interesting 
diversion” of a farm, which remained in agricultural use until 1919, Price was instrumental in furthering the 
development of Lexington’s south side. 

The call for annexation and city services to outlying areas in Fayette County grew stronger at the beginning 
of the 20th century. As discussions regarding annexation grew more heated, addition studies were undertaken to 
ascertain how Lexington should expand. The City of Lexington, naturally, wanted to add landmass and tax dollars 
to its coffers.  

In 1906, the Kentucky Legislature passed a law changing the way second-class cities (of which Lexington 
was one) could expand their city limits. That same year the city limits were expanded, for the first time since 1792. 
Instead of just one mile from the center of town, the city limits now radiated out 1.5 miles from downtown Lexington. 
This action added $6 million in city revenue and increased the population by at least 10,000. Penmoken Farm’s 
days were numbered. To be continued.  
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           In the continuation of how we can reduce the waste output in our home, one of the largest contributions we can do is simply stop buying so much plastic. The vast majority of plastic that we use, and put into our Rosie recycling containers, is headed to the landfills, and the reality is we probably only recycle about 5% of all of our plastic waste (in fact, did you know that it’s more expensive to recycle plastic than it is to make plastic.) Yet, we now know that microplastics, PFAs (highly toxic fluorinated "forever chemicals"), and PVAs (water-soluble synthetic polymers, or liquid plastic) are in our water sources, in the air, and in the ground, and as more and more studies are being done on this, the correlation between our health and the ingestion of these plastics is becoming more of a focal point. So, it’s no longer a matter of simply recycling plastics, it’s a matter of eliminating them entirely from our homes by finding better alternatives (maybe not perfect alternatives, but a step in a different holistic direction.) In the vein of continuing this year’s Earth Day theme of plastic reduction, we wanted to focus on simple things you can do immediately around your house to curb one’s plastic consumption.

1 - Consider changing out your plastic food containers to glass. Our grandmothers knew best when it came to these storage containers. Pyrex is the leader in this industry. Glass far outshines the use of plastic containers, not only in how you use it and store it, but its longevity over time without it breaking down on a molecular level.

2- Consider reusable sandwich bags. Approximately 9.71 million Americans use 21 or more sandwich bags within a week’s time. Do the math on that plastic waste! Some great companies that offer reusable sandwich bags made out of PEVA (which supposedly does not have forever chemicals) are Qinline reusable, Ideatech, RE(zip), Stasher, and Homelux Theory. The upfront cost may seem a lot, but you can reuse them over and over again. During a national plastic sandwich baggie study, it was found that 11 types of baggies from major producers (such as Great Value, Meijers, Target, and Walgreens) showed high levels of PFAs in them, which goes without saying leads to contamination of the food within them. Fun fact though: Ziploc and their parent company SC Johnson has committed to trying to remove PFAs from their products, showcasing that the broader industry is aware of the consumer trend to eradicate PFAs and the like from their consumer goods. 

3- Consider DIY Dishwasher and Laundry Detergent Soap. Recent studies have shown that almost all washing pods and laundry sheets are made up of PVAs. It is estimated that 20 billion dishwasher, laundry pods, and sheets are used each year, 75% of which will pour PVAs into our waterways. Nearly all leading brands, conventional and natural, use PVAs for their ingredients. In 2022 16 nonprofit groups tried to remove PVAs from consumer packaged goods, but were denied by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) who claimed it was not technically a microplastic. The strange reasoning behind this was that the consumer sees microplastics, and so it becomes more of a tangible waste program, whereas liquid plastics are invisible to the eye, and ergo less of a tangible concern. Erica Cirino, a communications manager at Plastic Pollution Coalition gives a great analogy on this, “Think about what happens when you mix salt with water, just because you can’t see all the tiny grains of salt in the water as they dissolve doesn’t mean the salt doesn’t exist.” Since there are no regulations on PVAs, nor any set standards, PVAs continue to move silently up the food chain, and as recent studies have shown have been found in human breast milk. So…what can we do? Well luckily laundry detergent has been around for way longer than plastic, and there are so many good DIY recipes online. Here is a simple laundry detergent from DIYnatural.com:
- 4.5 ounces shaved bar soap (Kirk’s Castile Soap is perfect for this, and it is made in Kentucky).
- 14 ounces borax (which is essentially a high concentration of salt); and
- 14 ounces washing soda.

Thoroughly stir together for several minutes and enjoy the results. Store in a sealed container (preferably not plastic as that would defeat the purpose) with a small scoop. For a variety of dishwasher soap recipes, check out tipsbulletin.com/homemade-dishwasher-soap for 10 different soap recipes to choose from. 
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PLASTIC REDUCTION IN OUR HOME
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143 Goodrich Ave (Green Mailbox)


